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FOREWORD

The following pages 1epiesent the labours of a
modein writel 1n the field of Sanskrit Drama Though
the attempt may not claim to be umique, evenin
these days of comparative neglect of ancient Indian
language and classics, 1t certainly ieflects a great
ciedit on the author The eailiest history of the
growth of drama in the pre-christian centuries in
India 1s shiouded in mystery, but from a survey ot
its subsequent history it appears that Indian drama,
unhke Gieek diama 1in the eaily ages or Elizabethan
drama 1in mediaeval England, had 1ts own course ot
evolution and developed 1ts own canons and technique
Seveial vaiieties of diamatic composition, both Rupa-
kas and Upairupakas, are recognised and 1illustrated
in Sanskrit literature, and though these cover a wide
uea of subjects and constructive art and though
some of them do depart from the standaid fixed by
hterary tiaditions, they can 1n no wise be described
as the expression of an unrestricted fieedom of the
author’s 1magination Present-day compositions have
to conform to the canons of dramatic art to an even
greater extent. The gemus of the author can find
scope fo1 exhibiting itself,~not usually in over-riding
these bonds of tiaditional propriety but in utilising
them as instiuments of a larger self-expression



()

The author, MM Pandit Mathma Piasad Diksita,
writes Sanskrit with a facile pen and commands a
style, which combines elegance with power He has
tried to depict 1n the present work the extiaordinaiy
qualities of the great Rajput hero, Rana Pratayp
Sinha of Mewai, and there 1s no doubt that he hags
greatly suceeded 1 mabing his pictme as vivid as
possible The name of Rana Pratap has been a house-
hold word, not only 1 Rajputana but mn the whole of
educated India, thanks to vthe 1mmortal researches of
the late lamented Col Tod and of his illustilous
followers His patilotism, his love of freedom,
the nobility and dignity of his moial character, his
gireat bravery, his unbounded zeal and ieligious fei-
vour, and above all his unusual saciifices in the cause
of his country and countrymeu—these are the mnever
failing sowices of mspuiation to patriotic youths and
have as a matter of fact fired the imagination of
hosts of writers and reade1s of no1th Indian vernaculars
The author has done well mm making Sanskiit his
medium, as 1t 1s calculated to have the effect of emi-
ching modern Sanskrit drama as well as of making
available the story of the great heto to a wider circle
of young Indian 1eaders I hope the work will have
the publicity and appreciation 1t deserves

Benaies
November, 1937 Gop1 Nath Kaviraj
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